The formation of the Football Association (FA) was created in 1863. Eventually it was a merger of the rules of Sheffield and the Football Association in 1878 that provided the platform for the growth of the game world-wide. The name “soccer” came from the students of Oxford in the 1880s. It was their practice to abbreviate words and add “er” to the end. For example, they would say “brekkers” for breakfast and “rugger” for rugby. The word “soccer” came from abbreviating “association,” as in the “Football Association” that established the rules. The word “footer” was also used.

The idea of a standard ball came in 1866. After the tape measure was invented, the rule became “a ball of average circumference of no less than 27 inches and not more than 28 inches” This rule was implemented in 1883. A standard weight followed in 1889: “from 12 to 15 ounces.” This was amended in 1937 to become 14 to 16 ounces.

Early players did not need a referee. They were gentlemen, and any dispute could be settled by the two captains. When the Football Association’s Cup came along in 1872, it became practice for each team to appoint an umpire. A referee as a neutral observer was first used in 1880. In 1891, the referee was allowed onto the field of play.

In 1902, the Olympic Games included soccer as an official Olympic sport. In 1930, the first World Cup competition was played in Uruguay. There were 90,000 fans watching, and Argentina beat the U.S. in the semi-final.

